
THE MESSENGER November 2015 

 A few weeks ago, I drove down interstate 65 to Montgomery in a strong rain storm. The 
heavy rain caused a blanket of fog in the hills of Chilton and Autauga counties. The fog limited my 
visibility along the interstate.  

 A great deal of life is like driving in the fog. Our visibility is limited and we move slowly 
along the roads of life. We do not have a clear vision of what will happen next. Trying to find our 
way through personal problems, economic concerns, and family issues is like driving through the 
fog rather than moving down the road on a clear day.  

 Likewise, matters of faith and belief are sometimes more like a fog than a clear day. Most of 
us live in a fog when it comes to questions like “Why, God, is this happening to me?” and “What 
does God want me to do?” We are not really sure of how to live our lives for God.  

 Where is the answer for these moments of limited vision? Maybe an answer comes from a 
young preacher who walked by  a man’s house every morning. The man was always outside 
working in a garden. Every time he passed the house, the pastor heard the man whistling as loud 
as he could.  

 The pastor wondered why he was whistling all the time. One day he decided to ask him. As 
he got to the man's house, he noticed on the porch a women sitting in a wheel chair. After some 
conversation, the pastor asked the man, “Sir, I hear you whistling all the time when I pass by. Tell 
me, why do you whistle so much?” The man said, “well, you see, my wife is crippled and also blind. 
She cannot see where I go and what I am doing. I whistle to let her know that I am nearby. I 
whistle to let her know that if she ever needs me I will be there.”  

 We need to remember in those moments of fog and spiritual blindness in our lives, God is 
whistling and trying to let us know that He is near. That He loves us. That He wants to help us. 
That He wants to use His power to perform some fog-clearing moments in our lives.  

 So on a foggy day may we keep our ears open to the whistle of God. This gives us assurance 
that He is near and that with Him we can see forever and ever.  

God bless you,  

Edd  
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Again this Thanksgiving Season, you will have an 

opportunity to help prepare and serve our food 

ministry recipients a wonderful Thanksgiving  meal 

on November 18th. We will also have our regular 

food distributions. We will need volunteers as 

follows: 

9:00 a.m.-kitchen help 

11:00 a.m.– servers and clean up 

Doors will open at 11:30 a.m. for our guest. 

After reviewing profiles of more than fifty candidates 

for FCC Senior Minister, Skype interviewing several, 

talking to dozens of references, and listening to many, 

many sermons, the Search Committee has a candidate 

to present to you, the Congregation.  In October, the 

candidate who ranked number one, according to the 

consensus of all Committee members, came to 

Montgomery to personally interview with the Pastoral 

Search Committee and tour Montgomery. He was 

accompanied by his wife.  We have entered into 

negotiations with this candidate, and he will return to 

First Christian Church Montgomery on November 

22th. On that Sunday, he will preach a sermon and be 

voted on by the FCC congregation immediately after 

the worship service is over. 

Members of the Pastoral Search Committee are 

bubbling with excitement over this opportunity.  We 

just can't wait for you to meet the candidate and share 

our joy about this minister that we truly believe God 

has chosen to lead our congregation into the next 

phase of sharing God's unconditional love throughout 

Montgomery and beyond. 

Mark your calendar now for the morning worship 

service on Sunday, November 22th. Be here, and 

bring your friends and neighbors! 

 

Dear Church Family,  

Earlier in the month, you were informed by Alice 

McKinney, our search committee chair, of the wonderful 

visit with the candidate that the committee felt was the best 

fit for our family of faith.  After lots of prayers and sharing, 

he and his wife decided that we were the best fit for them 

also. Praise to God for God’s faithfulness.  Our next steps 

involve a return trip in which he will meet and share 

worship and fellowship with the congregation.  This next 

step of faith will begin on Saturday, November 21, 2015.   

 He and the elders will meet at the church for a time of 

introduction and personal sharing as a way to allow them to 

glean some of who he is, as well as allow him to get to know 

the stories and commitment of our elders who so faithfully 

minister to our congregation.  He will also have a 

designated time with our youth and their leaders to allow 

him to experience some sense of the energy and giftedness 

of the young people here at FCC Montgomery. 

 Finally, on Saturday evening, we are all invited to be a part 

of a reception that allows us as a congregation to display 

the gift of hospitality by sharing our favorite Hors-

d’oeuvre/appetizer.   The reception will be followed by a 

time of questions and answers designed to help the 

congregation experience the strength, humility, knowledge, 

passion and faith, of the wonderful young man with whom 

our committee has fallen in love.   

On Sunday morning, our candidate will join the Keystone 

class for Bible study followed by a worship service in which 

he will do the children’s moment and the sermon.  Times 

for the events are listed below, please mark your calendars, 

(in one of the many forms available), and join us for what I 

believe will be an exciting and encouraging time in the life 

of our church.    

 

Saturday November 21 

3:30 --------Meeting with the Elders 

4:30 --------Meeting with Youth 

5:30 -------Reception (followed by Q & A) 

Sunday November 22 

9:00 --------Keystone Sunday school 

10:00 ------Worship 

11:30------Light Lunch with Church Staff 

 

Looking forward with the hope, peace, and grace of God,  

Fannie Ashley,  

Moderator 



November is the month to lift up blessings as we  

celebrate Thanksgiving. During three weeks of   

November, the sermons will focus on the blessings of the 

beatitudes. 

The beatitudes are found in the Sermon On The  

Mount Matthew 5:1-12. They are the wonderful words of 

Jesus. John Killinger shares that the  

beatitudes “are a statement of how we are really made, in 

God’s spiritual design for things, and how happiness really 

comes to us.” 

We will discover the happiness of these blessings in the fol-

lowing sermons. 

Sunday, November 1: 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for  

righteousness, for they will be filled.”  

Sunday, November 8: 

“Blessed are the merciful for they will receive mercy.”  

Sunday, November 15: 

 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God” 

Sunday, November 22: 

Pastoral Candidate 

Advent is the beginning of the Christian story, the  

preparation, the hope that the birth of our Savior brings. As we 

prepare for the coming of Christ, the sermons  

during Advent will share the feelings and spirit of those people 

around the manger.  

Sunday, November 29: 

“The Innkeeper” 

Sunday, December 6: 

“The Shepherds”  

Sunday, December 13: 

 “Mary and Joseph” 

Sunday, December 20:  

“The Baby” 

The FCC Legacy Builders was started in 2012 

with the intent of enhancing and increasing the 

church’s Permanent Fund, which provides for the 

future growth and outreach of First Christian 

Church. There are 11 families/individuals who are 

Legacy Builders.  We invite all who have been 

part of our history and who care about our future 

to become Legacy Builders for FCC through 

contributions at any time and/or end-of-life 

planned giving. 

Our Legacy Builders brochure has detailed 

information on how you can become a Legacy 

Builder.  Also, Permanent Fund Trustees can 

provide information or answer questions.   

Legacy Builders was initiated to enhance/

increase our Permanent Fund; however, legacy 

gifts can also be designated to all other funds (i.e. 

general funds, capital campaign, food ministry, 

etc).  First Christian Church is already benefiting 

from the thoughtful planning and generosity of  

FCC Legacy Builders. 

Our Legacy Builders plaque is mounted in the 

Great Hall.  We will continue to add names to the 

plaque as individuals  include FCC in their 

planned giving.  Please contact Dixie Robinson, 

Chairperson, Permanent Fund Trustees, or the 

church office for more information. 

Permanent Fund Trustees 

Dixie Robinson, Jane Landreth,  

Jimmy Sanders, Jayne Meyer, Don 

Snyder, and Betty Holley 

 

November 4th 

Baked ham, potato salad, baked beans, rolls, peach 

cobbler, and ice cream.  

November 11th 

Chicken fingers, corn on the cob, salad, baby lima 

beans, corn bread , brownies, and ice cream. 

November 18th  

Lasagna, salad, garlic bread, chocolate chip cookies, 

and ice cream. 

Catered by Dave Wheatcroft 
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